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and how rebirth can be avoided by seeking Sri Maha
Vishnu's grace.
The Azhwars have revelled in extolling the
effulgence of the idols of the Lord and praising His
qualities. The paasurams of these divine messengers
bring out their poignancy in remaining separted from Sn
Maha Vishnu, express how they experienced the turmoil
in getting caught in worldy attractions and their desire
to go back to Vaikuntam and never to return The under
current in their thought in that Devotion and Prapatti are
the means to achieve the goal. The task of propagating
the divine message that God is the master and human
beings are His lovely children was taken upon by
Himself in His incarnations but even then men flew
away from Him getting themselves entangled m worldly
affairs. He then sent His agents who manifested as
Azhwars and Acharyas or saints and sages to effect their
salvation in homely ways and diverse modes. Thus did
these savants appear among men, most of them choosing
to be born in Dravida land, among all grades of men.
The next phase of SnVaishnavism, leaves a big
gap between the Azhwars and Nathamuni. The latter
was mainly responsible to bridge it through sheer divine
grace. His grandson, Alavandar, can rightly be called
the saviour of Vaishnavite Cult, as he wrote valuable
books like Siddhi Thraya and Stotra Ratnam, based on
the works of Sri Nathamuni.
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